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 December, 2016 

WCSWA 2016 Annual Banquet 

Food, friends, awards, an excellent speaker, and of course, door prizes made for a fun, 
informative evening on November 19th at the Meriwether Golf Club in Hillsboro.  Dr. Thomas 
Maness, Dean of the OSU College of Forestry was scheduled as our speaker along with the 
new Associate Dean of Research, Dr. Anthony Davis.  Because Dr. Maness was ill, Dr. Davis 
stepped up for the entire presentation.  Davis joined OSU in June 2016 from the University of 

Idaho, He earned his doctorate at Purdue University, has 
conducted research to improve nursery production of native 
plants, restoration of degraded forests, and studied the effects 
of environmental stresses on seedling growth & development. 

In his position at OSU, Davis is responsible for the strategic 
development and the execution of innovative, effective, and 
respected research programs to help achieve the research 
mission of the College, Forest Research Laboratory, and the 
Institute for Working Forest Landscapes.  

The ñInstitute for Working Forest Landscapes,ò is a new 
institute for research in landscape level management of 
northwest public and private forestlands.  The stated goal of 

the research programs at the OSU College of Forestry is ñto provide innovative approaches to 
enhancing peopleôs lives while also improving the health of our lands, businesses, and vital 
ecosystems, and to do so collaboratively with active involvement of multiple partners with 
different perspectivesò.  Dr. Davis described the work of the Institute as getting people talking to 
discover an ñintersection of serendipity and opportunityò on issues such as climate, trade, 
changing demographics and seed lot selection with researchers, NGOôs, woodland owners and 
industry.  Dr. Davis welcomes comments or questions from you by email: 
anthony.davis@oregonstate.edu or by phone: 541-737-5097. 
 
 
  

  Forest Forum 
      Washington County Small  

         Woodlands Association  

Dr. Anthony Davis, Associate 
Dean of Research, OSU 

College of Forestry 

Water Rights and Water Wrongs Related to Small Woodland Ownership 
January 24 Monthly Meeting 7:00pm. North Plains Fire Hall 

 

Please join us for a presentation on water rights by Jake Constans, Watermaster for District 18 which 
includes Washington County.  The presentation will include general background information on water 
rights, water management in Washington County and will also touch on information related to water 
rights that is available and how to find it.  Plan to join us and learn more about the howôs and whyôs of 
water management in the area from our watermaster. 
 

mailto:anthony.davis@oregonstate.edu
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 WCSWA Leadership 

Co-Presidents ï John and Cathy Dummer, 503-970-8789  
cannbuckley@hotmail.com 

Vice-President ï  Vic Herinckx, vic.herinckx@gmail.com 
Secretary-Treasurer ï Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825  

bshumaker@coho.net  
Board of Directors: 

Pos. #1: Deb Kapfer, 503-628-6349    kapferd@upwardaccess.com 
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223 samsncee@gmail.com 
Pos. #3: Bonnie Shumaker ï 503-324-7825 bshumaker@coho.net  
Pos. #4: Scott Hayes 503-992-1509 scotthayes@wildblue.net  
Pos. #5: Doug Eddy, 503-628-1468 
douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com   
Pos. #6: Karen Graham, 503-647-0310, kgraham@duckswild.com 

                                              
Legislative Committee Chair:                                      

    Scott Hayes, 503-992-1509, scotthayes@wildblue.net 
Membership Committee:  Bonnie Shumaker, chair, plus WCSWA members 

Program Committee: Bill Triest ï 503-705-5833, whtriest@gmail.com; John and Cathy Dummer ï 

503-970-8789, cannbuckley@hotmail.com;  Mike Messier, 503-233-2131, mike@troutmountain.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Event Calendar 
 

December  No WCSWA meeting is scheduled  

January 24 WCSWA Monthly Meeting Speaker:  Jake Constans, District 18 
Watermaster, OWRD. ï See page 1 

7:00pm North Plains Fire Station 

February 14 
 
 
28 

Forests, Water, and Health ð Public 
Lecture 
 
WCSWA Monthly Meeting 

4:00 ï 6:00 pm, World Forestry Center 
Contact Amber Morrison at 503-488-2122 or 
amorrison@worldforestry.org for details. 
Dynamic Geology of the Tualatin Valley.  
Speaker Dr. Scott Burns 

March 11 WCSWA Annual Native Plant and 
Tree Sale ð New Location, 
Hillsboro Armory 

9:00am ï 3:00pm Hillsboro Armory, 848 NE 
28th and Cornell (near Wash. Co. Fairgrounds).  
All profit for scholarships at OSU College of 
Forestry. 

WCSWA Website 
www.wcswa.com 
Website Manager: Michael Morgan 
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for web 
postings and information.  
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmall
WoodlandsAssociation 

 
 Forest Forum Newsletter 
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie Shumaker 
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825 
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or bshumaker@coho.net  
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan Hundley, Tom 
Nygren, Ardis Schroeder  
 

The Tree Farm Tradinô Post 
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472. 
Got a tool or piece of equipment you donôt need any more? Or maybe you are looking for tools, equipment, 
property, or materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another way for tree farmers to help 
each other!  (3 month limit) 
 

Wanted:    1) The Program Committee needs your help.  Our chapterôs strength is due in large part to 

the wonderful programs we offer throughout the year.  Bring your own ideas, help brainstorm ideas, or 
just be willing to do the contact work to help nail down the events.  Contact any member of the Program 
Committee listed above ï and ñThanks.ò 
 

For Sale:  ADS Solid 15 inch Double Wall Culvert.  10 foot section plus 2 foot section.  $100 for both.  

                   Call 503-324-7825 or email bshumaker@coho.net 
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The (Final) Woodland Beat 

Cathy and I are wrapping up our four years as co-presidents of the Washington County Small 
Woodlands Association and it is time to turn over the office to our newly elected president 
Bonnie Shumaker.  The organization is definitely in good hands with Bonnie at the helm and the 
rest of the officers and board members weôve got.   
 
Over the past four years we have learned a lot, including the importance of patience, 
persistence, faith, humility and a good sense of humor.  Those are all traits that our members 
seem to have a pretty good handle on ï so thank you for sharing that with us.  Iôm not sure if it is 
tree farming that helps people exhibit those traits or if it is people with those traits that are 
attracted to tree farming.  Whatever the case, one thing we definitely have learned is that small 
woodland owners are generally just good people.  
 
It can be easy to slip into a pessimistic mindset about the future.  There seems to be endless 
information about bad things going on around us.  But growing forests seems to give 
perspective to the pessimism. As tree farmers we are predisposed to long range planning and 
that requires hope.  Lucy Larcom, a 19th century American poet wrote ñHe who plants a tree, 
plants a hope.ò How true! There is also an element of caring for the common good in what we 
do.  The benefits of healthy forests are pretty far reaching.  We truly are stewards of the land, 
but also stewards of our society in some respects.  The fresh air, livability and wildlife habitat 
that we hear people say they value are fundamental to what we are doing or trying to do.  
 
I know passing along a piece of property in a family can be difficult and Iôve shared some of my 
thoughts on that in this space in the past.  The next generation might have other ideas about 
what they want to do, or if they want to be involved with a piece of timber property.  The thing 
that they will witness as a result of being exposed to small woodland ownership is hope.  And 
the world can always use a little more of that!  
 
Thank you for your patience and sense of humor during our term as co-presidents.  We have 
enjoyed representing the organization and plan to continue to stay involved.    
 
Letôs all look forward together to 2017 and beyond with the hope of small woodland owners.  
 

Until next time ï Happy Small Woodlanding!     

   John and Cathy Dummer  

 

                                     



December, 2016                                                       4 

                                

Advertising Opportunity:  The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members 

and friends of WCSWA. Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads. ADVERTISING 

RATES (PRICE INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP) 

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum.  Ad size: ___________________________ 
Enclosed is a check or money order for:  1 issue ___   4 issues ___  12 issues ___ 
Company_____________________________________________ 
Contact_______________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip___________________________________________ 
Phone________________________________________________ 
Fax__________________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to: 

Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR  97117 

 Thank you for supporting Washington County Small             

Woodlands Association! 

                     

   
                                                                             

 
 

 

 
 

1 
issue 

4 
issues 

12 
issues 

1/12 
page 

$15 $30 $75 

1/6 page   25   50 125 

¼ page   35   70 175 

1/3 page   45   90 225 

½ page   65  130 325 

2/3 page   86  170 425 

Full 
page 

125  250 625 
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Tree Talk                                           by Bonnie Shumaker 

 
Guess Whoôs Coming to Dinner? 

 
Of course, it was not hard to identify the critter that ate 
the branches of a willow clump a few stems at a time, or 
has been working on the wild cherry at the end of our 
pond.  It has the telltale mark of a beaver who also felled 
a small alder out on our logging road. The next day drag 
marks showed where he dragged the alder up and over 
the dam that Bob and I built almost 40 years ago when 
we constructed our pond.  So I guess there are two dam 
builders living here. 
 
We have yet to see the beaver or figure out if and where 
a den or dam is being built.  Will our pond increase in 
size if he dams up the spring-fed entrance to the pond?  
Time will tell.   

 
So far, the beaver has not challenged any of our forest land objectives, and it was timely that his activities 
coincided with the OFRI publication ñThe American Beaver,ò the latest in their Wildlife in Managed Forest 
series.  From this publication we learned that the American beaver is the largest rodent in North America. 
This is a claim to fame that isnôt very endearing, but I think the fact that the beaverôs tail is flat and useful 
instead of round and hairless (like a ratôs)  makes it easier to 
overlook the rodent designation.  Beavers average 40 pounds 
and 3 feet in length (including the tail) and can live 20 years. 
 
Beavers are found statewide in Oregon, are mostly nocturnal 
and do not hibernate, but are less active in winter months.  
Now I know why we donôt see him on our daytime walks, and 
Iôm thinking that when our beaver started a new home, he 
didnôt realize it was almost winter.  The OFRI publication states 
there are both damming and non-damming beaver, so maybe 
ours has a well disguised den along the bank of the pond 
instead of a dam.  Beaver need a year-round supply of food 
close to water.  They eat the leaves, inner bark and twigs of 
aspen, alder, cottonwood, willow, vine maple, salmonberry, 
ferns, aquatic plants, grasses and blackberry stems. Beaver are known as ñecosystem engineersò for the 
benefits their dams provide to biological diversity.  I used to think that if you had beaver on your property, 
youôd want to find a way to get rid of them, but so far no trouble is being caused.  We have our trail cam 
set by the cherry tree; maybe weôll get a picture.  My next question: Is there just one?  If there are two, will 
they have babies come spring? 
 

Note:  Starting in January, ñTree Talkò will no longer appear because I have accepted the role of 
President of WCSWA for 2017.  ñNotes from the Presidentò will be my contribution to the Forest Forum 
instead of ñTree Talkò.  WCSWA is a strong chapter of OSWA, and we almost always find capable and 
willing volunteers to fill essential roles.  However, we were unable to find someone to take on the role of 

President for 2017.  I agreed to fill the vacancy for one year and other Board Members have agreed to 
take on some of the duties as well.  Bob and I were Co-presidents from 2001-2005, so I know a bit about 

the job.  Also, John and Cathy have put together a thorough job description of the current duties.  I will 
endeavor to do a good job for WCSWA, and the Board and I will be looking to encourage incoming 
people with new ideas to take the helm after 2017. 
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Lynn and Steve Harrel named TFOY for 2016

 
Steve and Lynn Harrel of Scotch-Berry Tree Farm on 
Hayward Rd. in Manning, OR were selected as Tree Farmer 
of the Year for 2016.   
 

Lynn and Steve purchased their nearly twenty acre farm in 
1977 consisting of pasture, an old abandoned prune orchard 
and their share of blackberries and scotch broom. Wheat, 
oats and crimson clover became the crops of choice until 
1997 with the first planting of Douglas-fir.  After removing the 
old prune orchard, a second planting took place in 1998 with 
Douglas-fir and Western Red Cedar. 
 

The tree farm was certified in 2004.  Seventeen acres of 
forest were enrolled in the American Tree Farm System in 
2010.  The first thinning was done in the fall of 2016. 
 

According to Lynn and Steve, scotch broom and 
blackberries continue to grow, but ongoing hand pulling 
controls this issue.  The TFOY picnic will be July 15, 2017. 
 
 

 

n 

 

 

John Ragsdale Logging LLC  

 
 

Specializing in mechanical cutting 

and hand falling  

John Ragsdale    503-858-8618 
Jragsdale70@aol.com 
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Fire Protection Map at Banquet 
Many of you joined the fun of finding 
your property on the map at the 
banquet. This was just for fun to see 
where member tree farms are.  It is 
not at all scientific, but here are the 
results: 

¶ 50 pins total  

¶ 25 in Washington County 

clustered around Hayward Hill 

and North Plains 

¶ 11 in Yamhill County clustered 

around Moores Valley and Bald 

Peak 

¶ Rest were scattered or off map 
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. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Mike Pihl Logging Co., Inc. 
Specializing in Private Timber 

Free Estimates 
 
 

 

Zoo elephants frolic after Peggy the 
Train donates old logs to habitat 
 Excerpts from November 16, 2016 | Written by 
Pamplin Media Group for Portland Tribune. 

COURTESY PHOTO: KATHY STREET/OREGON 

ZOO. - Asian elephant Lily climbs atop a 30-foot 
log at the Oregon Zoo that was donated by the 
World Forestry Center. 

Elephants at the Oregon Zoo got some new 
toys this week, thanks to a makeover for the 
World Forestry Centerôs outdoor locomotive 
exhibit. Early Tuesday, Nov. 15, a crew from 
Stimson Lumber Co. lifted five 30-foot-long 
Douglas-fir logs from the forestry centerôs 
Peggy the Train display, and shipped the logs a 
few hundred fee downhill to the zooôs new 
Elephant Lands habitat. The logs will be the 
elephantsô new playthings and exercise 
equipment. Zoo officials say the logs will 
promote exercise and encourage natural 
behaviors among Portland's Asian elephant 
family. 

Peggy the Train worked in the forests of 
Washington and Oregon, survived the Tillamook 
Burn and retired in 1950. In the early 1970s, 
after a life on temporary display or in storage, 
Peggy was moved to a permanent display 
outside the forestry center.  She now proudly 
displays new logs, also thanks to Stimson 
Lumber. 

You can view a great YouTube video by 
Googling YouTube and then ñRecycled giant 
logs make great elephant toys.ò  What fun! 

 

 

 
Office:  
(503) 429-1470 
Cell: 
 (503) 789-1268 
Fax: 
 (503) 429-0252 
 
Office: 
1984 N. Mist Drive 
P.O.Box 321 
Vernonia, OR 
97064 
 

 

http://www.pamplinmedia.com/component/contact/contact/

